
On Satur-
day April 16th, 
American Legion 
Post 58 in Foun-
tain Hills pre-
sented a LSR 
(Legion of the 
Silver Rose) 
award ceremony 
honoring the vic-
tims of Agent 
Orange.  This 
was the second 
year Post 58 has 
held this cere-
mony and the 
second time 
ACTC has driv-
en the recipients 
in the parade 
before the ceremony.  Our drivers included Bob 
White in his and Linda’s Red ’56 T-bird, Chris Ames 
in his and Sharon’s Colonial White ’56 T-bird, Chuck 
Young in his and Linda’s Fiesta Red ’56 T-bird, Myr-
na Foster in her and Duane’s Colonial White ’57 T-
bird, Carl Maas in his and Mary’s Red ’57 T-bird, 
Paul Fruscello in his and Jean’s Red ’56 T-bird, 
Gregg Thurston in his and Linda’s Peacock Blue’56 
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T-bird, Larry 
Braash in his 
and Phyllis’s 
Bronze ’55 T-
bird, Yvonne 
Wagner in her 
and Tom’s Pea-
cock Blue ’56 T-
bird, Rita Havel 
in her and Jim’s 
Riverside Gold 
’71 Corvette, 
and Terry Du-
quette in his and 
Effie’s Inca Gold 
‘05 T-bird.  Addi-
tionally, when 
one of our T-
birds had to 
scrub the mis-

sion on short notice, non-member Jim Huey gra-
ciously responded to our request to drive his Raven 
Black ’57 T-bird. 

I intentionally excluded “Jim Rodgers driving his 
and Sherri’s Starmist Blue ’57 T-bird” from the list 
above because April 16, 2016 was to be a special 
day for our President.  It was a day for him to drive 
his T-bird in the parade to honor the recipients of the 
Legion of the Silver Rose and also a day for Jim 
Rodgers to be personally honored with the Legion of 
the Silver Rose award. 

The ceremony was officiated by John Weedo, 
President of Post 58 ALR (American Legion Riders).  
Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio and Fountain 
Hills Mayor Linda Kavanagh were guest speakers 
and State Senator John Kavanagh was in attend-
ance at the ceremony.  Awards were proffered by 
Ken Thorp, the National Director of the LSR Founda-
tion, from ALR Chapter 24 in Tombstone, and pre-
sented by Lew Payne, the District 12 Director of the 
Legion of the Silver Rose and president of ALR 
Chapter 39 in Gilbert. 

LEGION OF THE SILVER ROSE 

ARIZONA 

 BIRD   CHATTER 

 

Jim Rodgers and John Weedo shake hands while Lew Payne salutes 
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CTCI CONVENTION HOSPITALITY ROOM 

The CTCI International Convention Hospitality 
Committee has asked us for volunteers to staff the 
Hospitality Room during the convention Sept. 14 – 
Sept. 18.  Volunteer responsibility will be to ensure 
the room is orderly, safe, clean, and appealing and 
that service tables are well stocked with snacks, 
drinks, napkins, utensils, etc.  The operating days 
and hours for the Hospitality Room are as follows: 

Wed. Sept. 14: 8:00 – 11:00 AM  1:30 – 4:30 PM 
Thu. Sept. 15:  7:00 – 11:00 AM  1:30 – 4:00 PM 
Fri. Sept. 16: 7:00 – 11:00 AM  1:30 – 4:00 PM 
Sat. Sept. 17: 6:00 – 11:00 AM  1:30 – 4:00 PM 
Sun. Sept. 18:  6:30 –   9:00 AM  

    They have also asked us to contribute by baking 
sweet breads like banana bread, cranberry bread 
etc., or providing fresh fruits. 

There will be sign-up sheets at the next four 
meetings. 

Chris Ames  

In addition to honoring the nation’s chemically 
wounded warriors the Legion of the Silver Rose 
Foundation works to educate the public about the 
health risks from exposure, the importance of regular 
simple lab tests to provide early detection of health 
issues, and resources affected Veterans and their 
families may be eligible for through the VA. 

After the ceremony, Post 58 served a limited 
menu, but very appetizing lunch.  I crashed the hon-
orees dining room to join Jim so we could tell some 
stories, share a meal, and raise a glass to the United 
States Air Force. Post 58 personnel were most gra-
cious hosts; we didn’t need to ask for anything.   We 
had a great conversation and the time flew by until we 
ultimately closed down the dining room.  In the park-
ing lot, Jim helped me put the top up on my car be-
fore we headed out our separate ways.  Jim, thank 
you for your service and sacrifices. 

In closing, I must tell you this was a very moving 
ceremony.  As I stood there to honor our chemically 
wounded and fallen warriors; it was a time to reflect; 
to consider the solemn responsibility we shoulder 
when we send our most patriotic citizens to fight, 
bleed, and all too often, die for our nation. 

Chris Ames 

Sheriff Joe Arpaio and Mayor Linda Kavanagh front row center, Jim Rodgers back row center 

mailto:ChristopherAmes@q.com?subject=CTCI%20HR
mailto:ChristopherAmes@q.com?subject=LSR
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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PORTHOLE 
    
 Well fellow T-birders by the time 

you read this issue of the Arizona Bird 

Chatter, the Las Vegas trip and Route 

66 Fun Run will be behind us.  As I 

watched the weather leading up to our 

April Meeting and Officers’ Picnic and ultimately can-

celled the event, it occurred to me that I did not re-

member our Officer’s Picnic getting rained out be-

fore.  Someone said we had a “damp” picnic a few 

years ago.  We have rescheduled the Officers’ Pic-

nic with our October 9th meeting. 

Even with the cancelled picnic, April was a 

busy month for us.  On April 16th several of the T-

Birds showed up at the American Legion Post 58 in 

Fountain Hills to drive the 2016 recipients of the Le-

gion of the Silver Rose award honoring the victims of 

Agent Orange.  As a victim of Agent Orange myself, 

I was not only honored but humbled to be a recipient 

of this award and must say it was an eye opener.  

Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio and Fountain 

Hills Mayor Linda Kavanagh were guest speakers at 

the ceremony.  Agent Orange is known as the silent 

killer and it affects thousands of our Vietnam service 

members and their families every year.  I want to 

thank all of my friends who attended with their T-

birds and drove the honorees in the parade around 

the fountain and witnessed the presentation of the 

awards.  Again, thank you. 

I am happy to announce that Chuck Young has 

agreed to assume the role of Webmaster for our 

ACTC Website.  Chuck said he could not or was it 

would not volunteer for the position but would help 

the club out until we could find a permanent web-

master.  With that Chuck has already jumped in with 

both feet and is getting our Website up to speed and 

we are looking forward to seeing the fresh look of 

the future.  Thank you Chuck and I will continue to 

look for a permanent replacement to fill that position 

(in my spare time). 

Until next month: "If it runs then 

drive it!" 

  
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

In the May 5, 2016 edition of Old Cars Weekly,  
Arizona Bird Chatter, Barbara Blair, Editor, Arizona 
Classic Thunderbird Club under Regions/Chapters 
Compact receives the “Golden Quill Award” for 
2015.  

~  JIM’S TRIVIA QUIZ  ~ 

1.  When were seat belts first fitted to a motor 
vehicle? 

2.  In January 1930, Cadillac debuted it's V16 in 
a car named for a theatrical version of a 1920's film 
seen by Harley Earl while designing the body.  
What's the name 

3.  Which cars company started out as German 
yet became French after WWI? 

4.  What model year did Cadillac introduce the 
first electric sun roof? 

5.  What US production car had the largest 4 
cylinder engine? 
 

THE LEGION OF THE SILVER ROSE 
 
The mission of 
the Legion of The 
Silver Rose is to 
recognize the 
Courage, Hero-
ism and Contribu-
tions of American 
Service personnel 
found to have 
been exposed to 
Agent Orange in 
a Combat Zone, 
whose exposure 
resulted in inter-

nal, invisible wounds which are revealed only by pas-
sage of time. The Department of Veterans Affairs 
recognizes over 40 cancers and sicknesses, includ-
ing Diabetes, as Agent Orange related and “service 
connected”. 

The Legion of the Silver Rose hopes to see 
every Veteran exposed to Agent Orange given the 
Honors and Recognition they deserve. And, until the 
day arrives that our own Government decides to hon-
or these victims, The Legion of the Silver Rose will 
continue to offer their Silver Rose Award to all eligi-
ble Veterans or their surviving loved ones. 

Legion of the Silver Rose  

Jim Rodgers 

http://www.legionofthesilverrose.com/
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     ARCHIVES REFLECTIONS 
    
The May 5, 1991 ACTC 

meeting took place at the El 
Chilito Restaurant at Baseline 
and Rural. 69 people and  24 
Classic `Birds attended and 
members had the option of stay-
ing for the $9 brunch following 
the 9:00 AM meeting. Twenty-
five years ago ACTC was busier 
than Liz Taylor, who married her 
seventh and final hubby, Larry Fortensky at Michael 
Jackson`s Neverland Ranch. 

Many `91 activities were in the works, including 
a Murder Mystery Dinner, still popular today. Recent 
events were reported on like "Willie Days" where the 
Little `Birds paraded the USAF Thunderbird pilots to 
start the precision air show at Williams Air Force 
Base. Virginia Snyder escorted Lt Col Chuck Simp-
son in her red `55 T-bird, followed by 8 other colorful 
`Birds escorting the USAF Thunderbird pilots and 
their announcers. 

The April Route 66 Fun Run was also reported 
to be a big hit. It was reported that a new and exciting 
item was on the dinner menu at the Seligman dinner 
party the day before the start of the "Run" and some 
members and one unsuspecting lady tried it. The 
"Run" the following day was cold and very windy giv-
ing the T-birders a chance to test their heaters and 
their skills at dodging thousands of Route 66 tumble-
weeds. 

That pesky mystery cartoonist continued to pick 
on people in the newsletters back then.  Oh, I almost 
forgot, just what was that special gourmet item on the 
Seligman dinner menu anyway? ..….Rocky Mountain 
Oysters! 

Stewart Wright 

2016 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS 

May 14 Luau 
McKee 

May 15 Meeting 

June 3-4 Cruz’n the Rim 
Garrett 

June 12 Meeting 

July 10 Meeting 

September 11 Meeting 

September 13-18 CTCI International Convention 
Thompson 

September 17 
 

Sedona Car Club Airport Show 

September 23-25 
 

Run to the Pines 
 

October 8 ACTC Night at the Pavilions 
Havel 

October 9 Meeting - PERA Park 

November 13 Meeting followed by planning 
meeting 

December 17 Christmas Party 
Phoenix Country Club 

 

PLEASE  NOTE ! 
 

All dates and events listed above are tentative 
and subject to change.  Please check the calendar 
each month for updates. 

~  JIM’S TRIVIA QUIZ ANSWERS ~ 

1.  1902 Baker Electric streamliner racer which 
crashed at 100 mph on Stanton Island.  Not sure if 
the driver survived or not 

2.  The Madam X, a custom coach designed by 
Earl and built by Fleetwood which featured a retracta-
ble landau top above the rear seat. 

3.  Bugatti 
4.  1969 
5. 1907 Thomas sported a 571 cu. in. (9.2liter) 

engine. 

mailto:TbirdReo@cox.net?subject=ACTC
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AHWATUKEE EASTER PARADE 

I recently accepted a trophy on behalf of ACTC 
for those who participated in the 40th Kiwanis Ahwa-
tukee Easter Parade, March 26.  The trophy was for 
“Group of Vehicles”.  My thanks to Ken Falkenberry, 
Yvonne Wagner, Rich Bialy, Jim Rodgers, and Chris 
Ames for joining me and giving their time and classic 
Thunderbirds to support this parade. 

Don Henderson   

ACTC Night at the Pavilions 

        Just a note of thanks to 
our Members who participated 
in the April 9,  2016 ACTC Night 
at the Pavilions.                                    
 The weather was perfect 
and we had 17 cars in attend-
ance. 

 And an extra  thank you to Bob White and Denis 
Frank for their assistance. 

A good time was had by all.  I look forward to 
seeing everyone in the Fall. 
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THUNDERBIRDERS RETURN TO SIN CITY 

It started on a sunny Friday morning April the 
22nd as the first group departed from the 

McDonalds at Carefree Highway and I-
17.  The second group departed 
from the far west side and for a ren-
dezvous at the McDonalds in Wick-

enburg and then the combined cara-
van headed on to Las Vegas. 

All the travelers received a packet which con-
tained a unique quiz about Vegas, a dollar bill for 
their first bet when they arrived in Vegas, a special 
keyring laser cut in the shape of the ACTC logo, and 
mousepads and pens donated by Mike Dolan.  

Upon arrival at the Westgate LVH, the group 
was permitted to check in through the VIP lounge, 

eliminating the wait in those long check-in lines. Un-
fortunately, Pat Ciammitti fell in front of the hotel en-
trance and broke her left humerus and had to be tak-
en to the hospital by the Paramedics.  

While Pat was enjoying herself in the hospital, 
the 5:00 PM cocktail party was in full swing in a pri-
vate party suite provided by the hotel. The cocktail 
party continued with Jean Fruscello winning the spe-
cial etched trivia award and Jeanie Wood winning the 
second place prize of a deluxe bottle opener.  

Sam called later that evening and I picked them 
up at the Emergency room and Sam said Pat had a 
broken left humerus although she didn’t think it was 
very “humerous” and will have to wear a sling for 
about 2 months.  

Saturday morning a group of hearty members 
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left the hotel at 7:30 AM for a private tour of the fa-
mous Shelby American operation where Jim King, a 
friend of Carroll Shelby gave us a rare private tour of 
the facility including a complete history of the evolu-
tion of the Shelby franchise and a tour of the of the 
assembly garage where he showed us the special 
50th anniversary edition of the Shelby Cobra.  This 
car will not be seen by the public until next year. 

While the early group was at the Shelby facility, 
the second group decided to sleep in and take the 
10:00 AM private tour of the Neon boneyard.  This 
was an incredible experience with lots of old signs, 
including some dating back nearly a century.  After 
the early group’s tour of Shelby American was over, 
they made their way to the Neon boneyard for their 
private tour. After both tours were over all of the 
members said they were amazed, impressed and 
ready for lunch. Unfortunately, the trip to the Strato-
sphere was cancelled because strong winds had 
closed the rides.  There was nothing else to do on 
Friday evening but gamble. 

Saturday evening, we had our group dinner at 
the world famous Battista’s Hole in the wall restaurant 
where after dinner we celebrated the April birthdays 
of Nancy Dolan, Tom McKee, John Dalmolin, Paul 
Fruscello, Jamie Thompson and ex-officio member 
Ken Bergeron with a large cake with purple trim as a 
tribute to Prince. Afterwards, a group of us went down 
to ride the Fremont zip line but it was all sold out. 
Sunday morning we all made safe trips home.  

Frank Graziano 



May 2016  Arizona Bird Chatter   Page 8  

                                                           

ACTC “Let’s Get Lei-ed” LUAU 

The steel guitars are playing and the grass 
skirts are swaying, Saturday, May 14th, in the tropi-
cal paradise known as Tom and Jacki’s Lanai.  Tiki 
torches will light the way and each lei comes with a 
kiss. 

ACTC members, bring your families and 
friends for a taste of Hawaii in food, music and 
dance.  Luau begins at 7:00 PM with cocktails, fol-
lowed by an Island style buffet, music by the 
“SPAM” (Seniors Playing Aloha Music), and dances 
of the South Pacific by “Kahea Mauna Lani” hula 
halau.  Tickets are $10 per person for this fabulous 
night under the stars.  Call the McKee’s (523) 215-
7301 to make your reservations, then send a check 
to ACTC - C/O Tom McKee, 8207 W. Mariposa 
Grande Ln, Peoria, AZ  85383-1695.  (Our Chef 
needs a head-count by May 10th).  ALOHA! 

Myrna Foster 
 

CTCI INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
September 13 - 18, 2016 

 
 Mark your calen-
dars and plan to at-
tend the 2016 CTCI 
International Conven-
tion.  Again this year, 
the convention is be-
ing held close by 
which makes it an 
easy trip for our club 
to attend.  ACTC is 

the largest CTCI chapter.  Let’s show up in force 
and show the rest of the country what an active and 
enthusiastic chapter we are. 

The Early Birds of Southern California and the 
Classic Thunderbirds of San Diego have joined to-
gether to host the convention whose theme is "Fun, 
Fun, Fun in the California Sun". Planned events are: 
Welcome Party Pool Side, Polynesian style; Tour on 
the USS Midway aircraft carrier museum with lunch 
on the bow; Corvette Challenge at the Corvette Din-
er; Scenic Coastal Cruise drive to the San Diego 
Botanic Garden; Outing to Viejas Casino and Outlet 
Center; Old Town Trolley tours; Concours d'Ele-
gance and Awards Banquet. A detailed description 

of these events, entry form, and the convention 
agenda can be found on the CTCI web site at 
www.ctci.org. 

If you think that you might attend, it is important 
to book your hotel reservations as soon as possible.  
The reservation can always be cancelled if your 
plans change.  The Crowne Plaza Hotel is full - the 
alternate hotel is: 
Handlery Hotel San Diego  
950 Hotel Circle North  
San Diego, CA 92108  
(Just 2 hotels down from the Crowne Plaza) 

Guests can make reservations through the Han-
dlery Hotel Group Reservations Department at (619) 
298-0511. Reservation hours are Monday - Friday, 
7:00 AM - 8:00 PM. and Saturday - Sunday 9:00 AM 
- 5:30 PM. Callers must refer to the group name of 
Classic Thunderbird Club International Convention to 
get the group rate of $124 a night. 

As mentioned above, the clubs have planned 
many fun activities. 

Wed. Sept 14: Registration; Ask the Experts 
 Seminar; Welcome Party 
Thu. Sept. 15: Judges Training; U.S.S. Midway 
 Tour & Lunch 
Fri. Sept. 16:  Owners/Judges Meeting; Con
 cours d’Elegance; Trolley Tour: Casino; 
 Corvette Challenge Dinner at Corvette 
 Diner 
Sat. Sept. 17: Swap meet; Scenic Coastal 
 Drive; Awards Banquet 
Sun. Sept. 18: Return Home 
For those wishing to caravan to San Diego, I 

will lead one group on Tuesday, Sept 13 to be there 
in time for the Wednesday afternoon Board Meeting 
and Membership Meeting. 

I am looking for a volunteer to lead a group to 
San Diego on Wednesday, Sept 14. 

For more information, contact Chuck Thomp-
son, (480) 773-0222 or  cthompson57@cox.net. 

 
Chuck Thompson 

 
 

 

Remember to wear your  
 name tag to meetings!   

 
There’s a $1 fine  

for failure to do so! 

http://www.ctci.org/
mailto:cthompson57@cox.net?subject=CTCI%20Convention
mailto:cthompson57@cox.net?subject=ACTC
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From Ken Falkenberry: The guy who does 
painting for me, Larry Jones, in Prescott Valley uses 
this product and you can’t believe what it does.  He 
showed me some parts that he had done.   

EVAPO-RUST  A Super, Safe Rust Remover 

Water-soluble/PH-neutral/Reusable 

Biodegradable/Non-Toxic 

Non Corrosive/Ready to Use 

No Acids/Voc’s or Fumes 

Safe on skin and eyes 

Removes Rust to Bare Metal 

Does Not Damage Rubber 

Soak for 10-12 hours at a time. 

Available at many locations, including Harbor 
Freight  

I saw several pieces that he had done and it 
was amazing.  The rubber was like new even. 

Ken  Falkenberry  

 From Larry Braasch.  After the discussion dur-
ing Tech Day regarding the amount of zinc in Shell 
Rotella T oil, I called Shell to check on it and Shell 
said Rotella T still contains 1200 ppm zinc.   

Larry Braasch 

 

FOR SALE:  Shelley and Foley China for sale, 
dinner set, cups and saucers.  Call Kathy Marchisot-
to at (602) 695-1327. 

FOR SALE – The following items are offered by 
John Marchisotto: 

 Model 1892 Winchester lever action, octagon 
barrel 25-20 caliber. Hardly used. Excellent, excel-
lent condition.  Manufactured in 1918. Asking 
$1,600.00. 

Military 911 45 caliber pistol. Stamped United 
States property, manufactured 1914.  Very good 
condition. $1,400.00. 

Model 1938 flint lock pistol manufactured by R 
Johnson in 1842. Pristine condition. $1,500.00. 

Four 1955/56 Thunderbird hub cabs with cen-
ters. Good condition.  $40.00 each or $140.00 for all 
four.  Call John Marchisotto at (480) 695-0676. 

FOR SALE: 2004 Thunderbird limited produc-
tion Pacific Coast edition.  It is number 899 of the 
1000 built.  This car has all the options and with only 
19,000 miles, it still smells new. 

Call Jim at (602) 300-5792. 

SUPPORT:  For the sixth year in a row, Diane 
Klingbeil is participating in the AVON 39 Walk to End 
Breast Cancer, and is asking for your help.  The 
Walk will take place in the Bay Area on July 23-24. 

AVON 39 is a challenge, an attitude, a two-day 
walk to raise money to help fund the fight against 
this devastating disease.  Two days and 39.3 miles – 
to say nothing of sore muscles and lots of blisters – 
to help breast cancer patients in Arizona and across 
the nation. 

And you can help without leaving home.  The 
first part of her challenge is raising $1,800.  Please 
contact her at gizmill@yahoo.com or (480) 820-0110 
and plan to help this very worthy cause.  And if you’ll 
give her the names of those you’d like to honor, 
she’ll carry them with her every one of those 39 
miles.  Thank you!  

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

TO THE GRADUATES OF 2016  

MEMORIAL  DAY  IS  MAY  30 

CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS 
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Pat Ciammitti fell in front of the hotel 
when they arrived in Las Vegas on April 

22nd and broke her left humerus.  She will be wear-
ing a sling for the next couple of months.  

Robert Mock brought the April 2, 2016 Oral 
Cancer Walk for Awareness at the Phoenix Zoo to 
the attention of ACTC members.  Tom Wagner, Ja-
mie Thompson, Yvonne Wagner, Ken Falkenber-
ry and Virginia Snyder walked in honor and in 
memory of Dean Wakefield. 

Duane and Myrna Foster recently performed 
“Love is Strange” the 1956 song in the style of Mick-
ey and Sylvia as part of The Scottsdale Extravagan-
za show at the Center for the Performing Arts.  The 
bass player is a neighbor in their subdivision. 

 
Don and Rosemary Henderson will miss the 

May Luau this year as they will be attending the 
graduation of their granddaughter, Kari Lawson, 
from USC.  She is graduating with high honors from 
the school of Dramatic Arts.  Her proud grandpar-
ents will be there to join the big celebration.  

A few of the guys recently got together for lunch 
to help Don Henderson celebrated the second anni-
versary of his 40th birthday.  

 
Bill and Sherrie Maule, T-bird club members 

since 1992, are proud of Sherrie’s father Al Bennett 
being inducted into the Adams State University Hall 
of Fame for 37 years of Education Excellence.  Al 
received his Masters Degree from Adams State Uni-
versity and his three daughters followed in his foot-
steps. Sherrie and her sisters Judy Martin and Darla 
Chappell also graduated from ASU.  Al was a 
teacher, and later the Athletic Director/Principal at 
Alamosa High School.  The High School football field 
is now named “Bennett Field” in his honor. 

Pat and Bev Lynch’s Granddaughter Aspen 
Lynch is visiting from Florida.  It looks like she 
drove out in her pink Thunderbird.  

Ken and Kathy Kowalski have finalized the 
adoption of Kamren, who they have had since he 
was three weeks old.  Kaden has a little brother! 
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~  WE ACTC   ADVERTISERS  ~ 

Sandy Trasente, Owner 
3515 West Union Hills #102, Glendale, AZ 85308 

Phone (602) 896-4000 or (888) 896-1199 
E-mail: KruiseAway@aol.com 

Web: www.arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com 

E-mail: rob.slagle@sstireaz.com       ROB SLAGLE 

http://arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com/
http://www.sewbydesignaz.com/
mailto:diane@imaginetravelvacations.com?subject=ACTC%20Ad
http://www.tiresaz.com/
mailto:belltireauto@cox.net?subject=ACTC%20Ad
mailto:azkstm@yahoo.com

